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Naviglio: a ChaNCe of CoexisteNCe BetweeN studeNts aNd CitizeNs
Team 1 - “The TerriTorial Campus“

Large-scale infrastructures are not only the primary condition to network a territory 
through a system of links. More and more infrastructures have converted to important 
spatial spheres for different kind of activities and programs. Being part of the historical 
Lombardian system of naviglios (i.e. canals), the Naviglio Pavese represents an out-
standing infrastructural project that provides the perfect example for testing modes of 
adaptability through which this infrastructure can become a space that fundamentally 
transforms the meaning and performance of a city, or even a region. The territorial scale 
of the Naviglio Pavese clearly provokes the tension between regional logics and local 
impacts. This unavoidable ambiguity becomes productive if we consider the context 
of recent urban transformations in times of shrinking resources. The disappearance of 
large-scale production complexes in city areas, the growing importance of sustainable 
and more efficient mobility-systems, new models of civic initiatives and the increas-
ingly dominant role of nature and public landscape as identifying elements give water-
line infrastructures such as the Naviglio the potential to fundamentally change urban 
conditions, which is a central concern among young architects.

The results of the Pavia workshop addresses this concern in very specific ways: “Gran 
Pavia – the Territorial Campus” focuses on the added value through local and regional 
cross-programming; “Ride & Park” reveals the extraordinary potentials of change that 
can be triggered by a more sustainable concept of mobility; “The Sleeping Beauty” 
suggests a new geography of sharing across the boundary of the Naviglio through a 
radical intervention in the university heritage of the city.

europan europe 
universiTà degli sTudi di pavia 
e12 Winning Teams



loCal & morphologiCal CondiTions pasT uses of The naviglio The naviglio noWadays



Europan 12-13 Inter-Sessions Forum – Workshop: “The Adaptable Campus-City“

the territorial Campus
naviglio: a ChanCe of CoexisTenCe beTWeen sTudenTs and CiTizens

On the territorial level the project detects a series of places along the canal between 
Milano and Pavia: new facilities, existing structures (Cascine, abandoned factories), and 
tourist attractions are developed as different Genius Loci for a new campus system, short-
circuiting the educational sphere of academia with local practices of everyday life such 
as specific agriculture (rice!), energy production, commuting, living and working. This 
amalgam of programs forms the “Territorial Campus“, which will not only extend the sylla-
bus for the students, but also reposition tourism within the manifold migratory rhythms of 
international exchange programs, weekend travellers, business people, pilgrims, living-
working commuters and, last but not least, all kind of tourists, who will be seduced by a 
unique hybridized landscape strip: the “Territorial Campus“ of the Naviglio Pavese.
On the local level, in Pavia itself, the canal converts to a highly attractive car-free public 
spine: intermodal nodes and attractive radial routes reorganize Pavia’s traffic and sug-
gest a bike city in which any place can be comfortably reached without a car in a couple 
of minutes. Living & studying opportunities shall activate and cross-weave places along 
the Naviglio, adding new bridges. The canal’s water basins become atmospheric squa-
res whose 24-hour-rhythms reflect the future bandwidth of desires at the Naviglio Pavese, 
making it a unique of confluence of Territorial Campus and City of Pavia.
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AND NEW BRIDGE CONNECTIONS
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A
WATER

SQUARE

Swimming pool  /  Water activities  /  Freediving



B
PLAY /
MEET

Playgrounds + Meeting Points  /  Seniors  +  Teenegers   /   Process leads to reactivating Old factory 
area
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HUB SQUARE

Transportation Hub  /   Taxi Boats  /  Electric bicycle Stations
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SQUARE
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Hydraulic plants producing energy  /  Glowing pool  /  Lighting Fountain  /  Romantic evening spots



F
CAMPUS 
SQAURE

University Campus  /  Greenhouses / 
Reserach of water cleaning system

CAMPUS
NEW










