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A living organism
Learning from forests, the project is conceived as a resilient ecosystem that adapts to changing conditions among time, not only during its 

lifetime but during the design process. Since its conception, a multidisciplinary team (municipality, promoters, planners and other technicians 
and social associations) will gather to accomplish the challenge that a constant changing habitat requires
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950  (Gross floor surface in m²)

PHASE I
PHASE II
PHASE III

26350 m²
23680 m²
4210 m²

TOTAL 54240 m²

PHASE I

PHASE II

PHASE III

B

Flexible typologies
Housing demanding for young people will 
increase in the next decade. We will need 
more communal and single apartments.

1 1

4

3

2

2

5

6

3

4

7

8

First of all, to encourage the participatory 
and inclusive spirit, each neighbour will 
plant or transplant a tree. With time, those 
shoots and trees will become a forest, 
THEIR FOREST!

There will be a shift 
in mobility model. 
Reversible parking 
solutions capable 
to convert into 
workspaces! 

The parking is going to be a gentle 
topography over the previous original height.  

+10.00

+6.00

x200

x200

x150 1200 m2

We need big open spaces of different sizes 
for communal activities and gather in 
summer and spring! Like cinema, small 
concerts, flee market, small orchards...

All the vegetation should be autochthonous 
to assure low maintenance and sustainabilty.

L

M

S

8’

Parking Atelier

2023 2040

A

A’

B’

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

2030

2048

2038

2030s

OUR FOREST!

2040

+10.00

Floor plan 1:2000

Bike and pedestrian trail      
Ski trail
Sea Pool       
Groyne      
Boat pier to Palosaari
Outdoor sport facilities
Sport facilites (locker room and stockage)
Reversible parking
Communal centre 
Daycare centre
Reuse, recycle and exchange Hub
Bycicle rental and repair
Sauna 
Gym/ Outdoor gym
Workplaces
Local Food supplier
Parking Access
Bus stop

COMMITTEES TRANSVERSALITY

4

1

3

2

A

BC

Shared 

Mobility
Inclusiveness 

+
participation

Biodiversity
+

Landscape

Circularity
+

Sustainability

FIRST 
OF ALL!

VASKILUOTO MASTERPLAN

Multidisciplinary
team

PLANNERS
TECHNICIANS

MUNICIPALITY
INVESTORS

COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATIONS

Surveys and 
consultant with 

future neighbours 
associations

Generate roots of identity!
Transplantation  and plantation of 

the new forest by future neighbours

Housing PHASE 1 
construction with 

industrialized systems

Implementation 
of bike and water 

management 
systems

2024 20352030 2040 2045

PublicHousing

Conceptualization 
and implementation

of strategies

Maturation and 
analysis of Phase 1 

performance

Maturation and 
analysis of Phase 2 

performance

Sport programs and 
facilities as transition before 

campsite new location. 
Shared spaces for housing 

and camping users.

New location for part 
of the camping

Housing PHASE 2
ndustrialized systems Accomplishment of

sea recreation areas

New location for  the camping
Low density Housing PHASE 3

ndustrialized systems

PHASE I 
HOUSING
26350 m²

PHASE 0 
NEGOTIATION
AND DESIGN

PHASE II 
HOUSING
23680 m²

PHASE III
HOUSING
 4210 m²

14’

Main bike and pedestrian routes
Secondary bike and pedestrian routes
Road connection
Public transport connection

Future residential development in Vaskiluoto 
will be an opportunity to expand the biodiversity 
network that already exists in the island. Lets 
Vaskiluoto’s landscape perform!

Wasalandia

Niemi

+ 10km
safety routes 

+ + =

+ 11HA
biodiversity 

95%
infiltration

Primary drainage system
Secondary drainaje system
Controlled flood-zones
Permeable urban ground

CO2

CO2

H2O

H2O

H2O
H2O

21’

8’

5’

N2

N2

NH3

NH3

N2
NO2

NO2

PHASED IMPLEMENTATION

(me)tsäVAASA (FI) 2
Coexistence and biodiversity

A new hybrid territory where multiple species live together in equity and inclussivness. In the project, different realities coexist at the same time 
and space: elderly and young, leisure and working, natural and artificial, non-living and living creatures. Variations and dislocations in the urban 

configuartion as well as architectural devices offer a gradient of multiscalar public and semi-public spaces for gathering and appropiation.
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Outdoor cinema Local market
Concert and 
spetacles

Outdoor gyms and 
playground Bike parking

Productive gardens
and crops

Urban forest Greenhouse and
compost station Wetland park

Low maintenance
gardens

Urban chess and
small sports Communal table

L Public spaces

M Public spaces

S Public spaces

Shared spaces 
and facilities

Fractal public space
Public is conceived as a sequence of different squares that follows a 
privacy gradient and a sizes fractal organisation. Promotes a wide range 
of possible interactions both programmed or spontaneous.

L Publc spaces
Big concatenation squares to host big gatherings and 
activities like local markets, concerts and other 
communal activities.

M Public spaces
Smaller and more private squares, closer to housing 
clusters. Conceived also as low maintenance gardens 
easy to transform and appropriate into crops, parks, 
outdoor gymnasiums, among others. 

S Public and Private spaces
Courtyards and closest outdoor spaces for housing. It 
hosts smaller and more private meetings, both individually 
or to gather and share with next door neighbour. 

Shared rooftop
Small elevated squares to host communal life and 
facilities like crops, saunas, etc. Located on strategic 
points from where to have a panoramic view of the 
surroundings.

Shared rooftop 
Multiproductive and 
gardening

Shared rooftop 
Multipurpose and 
leisure

Shared space Local food supplier 
and flee market

S Space Shared 
courtyard

S Space Shared 
courtyard

L BLOCK 
Cut-out housing

M BLOCK 
Negotiable 
volume housing

S Private Space 
Small crops and 
courtyard

L Public Space 
Multipurpose 
square 

M Public Space 
Appropriation 
garden M Public Space 

Communal crop 
garden

M Public Space 
Low maintenance 
garden + park

Photovoltaic and 
solar panels

Insectarium
An artificial refuge and hibernation place for insects and 

arachnids.It promotes biodiversity in public spaces 
reusing residues and natural materials like different wood 

pieces and stones.

Rainwater wetland
It is an infrastructure for rainwater 

accumulation, depuration and infiltration 
that becomes a small ecosystem, 
promoting natural processes and 

biodiversity in public spaces. 

Bird cornice nest
As part of the habitat food chain, some birds will find their rest and 

breeding nest located along some cornices.

Bird ledge nest
As part of the habitat food chain, some birds will find their rest and 

breeding nest located along some building ledges.

Living envelope
To enhance the sense of identity and bring nature 
into housing, wood façades become a support for 
vegetation and life through which feel seasonal 

change over the year.   

Bat cornice nest
Some bat nets for resting and breeding can be 

created under building cornices in orther 
promote the population of this valuable specie.

Multispecies water drinker
Rainwater is collected and 

accumulated for a time to allow 
different living creatures drink it. 

Activation and inclusivity 
Shared spaces in ground floor 
activate public spaces, 
generating a a mixed-use urban 
fabric. Different uses overlaps 
in time and space, enhancing 
interaction between the users.

Aproppriation

L

M

M

S

S

S

S

Multiscalar public space
Following a privacy gradient, the project welcomes 
a wide range of uses and appropiations, both 
programmed and spontaneous.

Spring. L Public Space Summer. M Public Space Autumn. S Private Space Winter. Rooftop sauna

VAASA (FI) (me)tsä 3
Self-sufficient community

The building proposal goes after industrialized wooden and timber systems not only to pursue a flexible and adaptable system, but also to 
support a sustainable construction process. Following a zero-waste management policy, the project works as a circular economy where 

residues can become resources, generating a self-sufficient community including people and many other living creatures of the environment.

Winter

Fallen leaf tree

Summer

Idustrialization
Higher control in construction 
quality, better weather 
conditions during production 
and less disruption to the 
environment during 
construction process. 

Seasonal housing
The terrace becomes a climatic device which allows the housing to adapt 
to variations in climate conditions throughout the year. In winter works as 
a greenhouse that accumulates and radiates heat. In summer, the limit 
between interior and exterior dissappear, benefiting natural ventilation.

Optimized assembly
Industrialized system that 
allows simultaneity with other 
construction phases like 
excavation and foundation. It is 
much faster than traditional 
construction methods reducing 
costs and residues. 

30”  73% 

FSC/ 
PEFC/ 

COC

Climatic and sound 
insulation
Naturally hygroscopic and 
insulating provides excellent 
comfort inside, both in 
summer and winter.

Recycle
In case of future 
renovations and 
transformations elements 
can be easily removed and 
and recycled.

Customization
Modular units like bathroom 
pieces, stairs, façade panels or 
terraces, can meet different 
spatial requirements typologyes 
and are flexible in use. In case of 
dismantlement or transformation 
can be easily removed.

Versatility
Timber and CLT systems 
allows to form pieces of 
multiple sizes and shapes, 
favoring modular 
construction and 
customization.

Resulting leftovers from construction or 
during the building lifetime can be easily 
recycled or transformed into resources.

Is the time that gets to grow in Finnish 
forests the material for mid-size 
housing wooden block. 

As an easy burned material, wood can 
become an ecological fuel that can 
provide clean energy for other 
activities. 

CO2

CO2

CO2

CO2
O2

O2

Forests act as carbon sinks, 
absorbing CO2 and libearting O2. To 
assure healthy  Should come from 
properly managed forest with  FSC/ 
PEFC/ COC labells

of finish land is forest

Wooden products can be easily stored 
and  trasported. It accumulates carbon 
until it decomposes releasing CO2 back 
into the atmosphere.

After being processed, wood 
residues can be used with different 
purposes: construction, insulation, 
paper, ecological fuels...

By using existing nearby resources 
not only benefits local economy but 
also optimizes transportation and 
reduces contaminants.

Its excellent structural capacity and 
lightness allow smaller foundations 
due to CLT (Cross laminated timber) 
components like columns, beams, 
floors and walls.

CIRCULARITY AND SUSTAINBLE CONSTRUCTION

10m 5m 1m 0mSECTION 1:200

Permeable road and green ditches 
for transport, accumulation and 
phytodepuration before infiltration

Wetland and permeable courtyard 
for phytodepuration before 

infiltration

Closed water cycle

Closed water cycle

H2O

H2O

Permeable ground and
rainwater collector

Rainwater canalisation
 and accumulation

Bike pathway along
water drainage system

Reversible 
parking into 
workplaces

L Public Space

Garden and crops 
rooftop

View to
shoreline

Housing as part of 
natural landscape

View to
shoreline

View to
shoreline

Photovoltaic and solar
panels for energy production

and warm water 

Pedestrian 
pathway

S Space Multipurpose space
Local food supplier

Garden and crops 
rooftop

Permeable ground and
rainwater collector
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OPTION 1
4 ROOM. 102 m²

lower floor

OPTION 3.A
4 ROOM. 102 m²

lower floor

upper floor

lower floor

upper floor

lower floor upper floor

lower floor

upper floor

lower floor

upper floor

TYPE A.1
2 ROOM. 62.7m²

+ + ++

TYPE A.2
3 ROOM. 
84.5m²

TYPE A.3
4 ROOM. 
106.3m²

TYPE B. COMMUNAL
6 ROOM. 
125.3m²

SHARED A 
Workplace and meeting 

M housing block

S housing block

L Housing block SHARED
Laundry 

POSSIBLE PLAN TYPES

10m 5m 1m 0m1:200

10m 5m 1m 0m1:200

OPTION 2
3 ROOM. 98 m²

OPTION 3.B
2 ROOM. 61 m²

OPTION 4
2 ROOM. 61 m²

3,50

3,00

Negotiable volume: 395 m³
To enhance the sense of identity and belonging, this 
housing type incorporates the user actively in the design 
process. Starting from a "shared" volume, the size and 
number of homes are negotiated. Inside each individual 
volume, each neighbour can customize and adapt their 
home to their preferences and needs. The structural 
system, conceived as support also allows the building to 
transform its infill and evolve over time. 

Density
Gross m2/floor
Heights
Public space

High
800-950m2
5-7
L-M

Cut-out housing
In order to guarantee versatility in the housing distribution and 
optimize the design process, the system provides housing with 
variable amount of rooms. Adapting to the needs and 
requirements without modifying the building. Besides, the 
structural system allows the building to transform and adapt to 
future needs.

Density
Gross m2/floor
Heights
Public space

Medium
400-700 m2
2-4
M-S

Installations 
wall

C
Stationary 

growth stripe

Installations 
wall

Density
Gross m2/floor
Heights
Public space

Low
190-270m2
1-2
S

Vol: 395 m³
Max. area: 122m²

Vol: 296 m³
Max. area: 92 m²

Vol: 198 m³
Max. area: 61 m²

Vol: 198 m³
Max. area: 61 m²

1/1
3/4

1/2

1/2

3

2

1

2R

2R

2R

2R

2R 2R

2R

2R 2R

2R

3R

3R 3R

3R

3R

4R
6R 6R

6R6R6R6R

3R

3R

2R

3R

2R

2R


