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1&2 VOIDS AND GREEN BOULEVARDS 

Unused, neglected, avoided, we propose to conquer those vacant lots and temporarily turn 
them into planted environments for the time being. Enhancing the pedestrian connection be-
tween Plaza de Almodovar and its more popular neighbors is a first step in fostering a new mo-
bility in Madrid, turning away from the car towards more modern urban transport and movement. 

3 OPENING THE COURTYARDS

Formerly hidden and neglected, paved and sealed, 
places of circulation and facilities, yet shadowed and 
quiet, planted courtyards will become important step-
ping stones in the network of Carabanchel.

LINKING TWO SITES

We clarify the diffuse urban situation of two separated 
buildings and reduce the proposed amount of build-
ing volumes to a single one by drawing up a Plan de 
agrupación de parcelas by connecting the floors.
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A CENTRE FOR THE NEW CULTURAL DISTRICT OF CARABANCHEL

Carabanchel, a place where cultures flow, we step back and analyze it from 
a wider scale. We look at Carabanchel from afar and up close, we revital-
ise, repair and take care of it. Any outlined defect we want to turn into a po-
tential. We examine its structure, its typologies, its characteristics, in order 
to propose three different strategies for the greater area surrounding that 
of Plaza de Almodovar: conquer the vacant sites, create an environmental 
network between Plaza de Almodovar and its nearby structures of green-
ery, and finally unsealing the typical backyards and patios of Carabanchel 
by creating pocket gardens along the main axes. 

We can not neglect the qualities which Plaza de Almodovar offers today. 
Trees of different species, seating and planting elements, spaces for social 
interaction, no matter run down they might be. Its size however too small 
compared to the traffic surrounding it. By minimizing the passing traffic on 
site we take care of the predominance of artificial surfaces, reducing the 

effects of the “heat island” and extending Plaza de Almodovar in the north 
to cover the former Calle de la Zaida. We strengthen its diverse vegetation 
component, its environmental quality and its urban landscape. Meadows, 
gardens, and grasslands, accumulating within the dense urban fabric bring 
an unexpected new element to Carabanchel.

We imagine the cultural Institute of Carabanchel as a continuation of Plaza 
de Almodovar, a public space happening on a stack of large open balco-
nies, interconnected by a variety of staircases, elevators and galleries. 
They are the home to the functions of the Institute related to culture and art, 
as well as to public services, sports facilities, and educational spaces.

We recover a public space that inherits nature, society, mobility, and cul-
ture, acting as a new node and as catalyst for future adjustments to the 
urban structure in the wider area of Carabanchel. 
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Passive transit - closed site

Active transit - open site

A L M O D O V A R  A U D I T O R I U M

M E A D O W

F R U I T  T R E E S

1. GARDENING

Neighbours are welcome to participate in gardening 
courses, or to get involved in the maintenance of the 
garden, experiencing the different seasons of the year, 
and using the space to meditate and disconnect from 
the city. 

2. CLASSROOM

a flexible space aimed open to host multiple classes. 
open in its design to accomodate new ways of learning 
with direct and intimate lectures.

3. DANCING

a space of discovery of body and space. the work-
shop altough contained in size will see a seasonal 
use aimed to be integrated with the open square and 
be used in conjuction with the spaces provided on its 
same floor

4. PHOTOGRAPHY ROOM STUDIOS

a space for the community to connect and rediscov-
er kthe important of physical medium such as film 
photography. for commisioning work but also develop 
oneself projects.

5. COOKING AND EXPERIMENTAL DINING

a space for learning and leasure. Cooking workshops 
will take palce as well as organized events. The 
intension will be to introduce new ways of experience 
local cousine,

6. REHARSAL / YOGA STUDIOS

a space for meditation, to rediscover the inner links 
between body and wellness. winter classes will be 
held in the interior space meanwhile spring/summer 
workshop will take full advantage of the openess of 
the central space

7.HIP HOP SLAM TOURNAMENT

A space for modern poetry, personal expres-
sion and enrichment. 
Bound to the importance of language and 
thought, a goliardic space for meaninful 
intellectual rivarly

8. PC WORK STUDIO

a space to work, to meet and develop. a spcae for remote 
working and person business endevours to flourish.
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REDEFINING THE SITE OF PLAZA DE ALMODOVAR

The nowadays square is a passageway and parking space. We open up the 
site, removing Calle de Zaida as a secondary road and re-structure the avenue 
of Calle de la Oca. The Institute connects to the neighboring courtyards, taking 
them into account as an extension of the public leisure ground.

PROGRAM

Ateliers, workshops, and studios for various crafts share the space with 
classrooms, greenhouses, event spaces. They are all nestled between hori-
zontal gardens, leaving large areas open for the individual appropriation of 
each floor, since the Institute should offer one thing above all: openness.

A NEW MEETING PLACE FOR CULTURE

We imagine the cultural Institute of Carabanchel as a continuation of Plaza de Almodovar, a public space happening on a stack of large open balconies, 
interconnected by a variety of staircases, elevators and galleries. They are the home to the functions of the Institute related to culture and art, as well as to 
public services, sports facilities, and educational spaces; programs which provided substance, and activity in the present, but whose forms allow for rapid 
adaptation to changing needs in the future.

Sustainability diagram
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8. POP UP STORES AND EVENTS

a space intented to promote local commerce 
and small craftmanship . Where local small 
business can showcase and find a market for 
their own products
  

9. MUSIC CREATION 
STUDIOS

a space for the production 
and experience of sound. 
A rentable music studio for 
young musical as well as 
professionals. 

10. BOOK FAIR

a  space for reading, to find and discover 
new poetry. connected to the rich litera-
turehistory of madrid

11. VIDEO CONTENT CREATION STUDIOS

a space for the production and experience of video art A rentable 
production  studio for young filmakers and professionals alike. 

12. COMMUNITY LIBRARY GARDEN

A garden space dedicated to reading and to the connection with 
nature. Here the users will be able to rest and read under the com-
fortable shade of the large roof

14. WIFI CAFE

a space for study, for students, 
writers and  workers to gather 
calmly and study gazing at the 
greenery offered by the new cultural 
centre

14. BARISTA CAFE

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE HIGHER 
GROUND VIEW, A SPACE FOR SIMPLICITY 
AND WONDER OF THE NEWRBY AREAS 
OF CARABANCHEL

14. FASHION SHOW

a space for the production and promotion of 
local garment. fashion students and young 
designer will be able to gather and share 
work experiences and produce together
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2F: MAKING

Mainly spaces of production - ateliers, workshops, studios,  
laboratories - make up the second floor of the institute, accom-
panied by an exhibition gallery. The inbetween space serves 
as extension to the cultural production and as meeting place.

3F: DISCOVERING  

The third floor hosts a different, more public combination of uses. Classrooms host lectures and lessons, that can 
extend to the outside garden during summertime. An event space invites interested guests for weekly lectures and 
small keynotes related to the topic of music and art, while a screening room can host different artists working in the 
building to share their ongoing projects in a smaller group. Furthermore, toplights connect the floor to the others.

4F: CONNECTING

The last floor hosts a terrace, overlooking the courtyard to the east. This outside space is the internal meeting point of the In-
stitute, that can be served by a cafe on the inside. It is meant to connect everyone working in and with the Institute, creating an 
inspiring environment over the streets of Carabanchel. The gardens provide a home not only to the guests of the institution, but 
furthermore to species of insects, such as bees, profiting from the new diversity in plants, which the balconies offer.
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13. TATAMI STRECHING  / REST SIESTA 
ROOM

a space for rest, to stop and wonder at the 
gerden and the nature of carabanchel. a 
spcace for selfcare

14. BRICK BAR

with a view on the skyline of carabanchel a 
space to gather to enjoy goliardic moments 
and to experience joyfulness in the new 
scenery of the cultural institute

14. CHILDRENS PLAY AREA

a space for game and for children to enojoy the large 
roof plaza and the new cultural centre. a floating play-
ground with a view towards carabanchel 

14. DJ SET / BOILERS ROOM

a space for party, for night events and for music labs. 
a space designed in conjuctions with local labels to 
promote and express their creations

14. ROOTOP VIEW GARDEN

an open garden with functions alike to plaza pedro almodovar. 
a space for playing chess, to play table tennis and to rest. a 
space as well equipped with beehives to promote local bee 
colonies.

14. OUTDOOR AUDITORIUM

a theatre for outdoor events.an adaptable space of flexible 
character, facing north behind the new cultural institute to take 
advantage also in the warmest months of an ideal climate for 
outdoor plays. 

14. INFORMATION CENTRE + SHOP

info point and primary point of access of the cultural 
institute. where to find informations of latest events and 
new cultural programs 
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