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The Loop
Providing the city with a green pedestrian loop, making the 

river and the nature participate from the city.

Recovery of the industrial Heritage
Reducing carbon emissions by maximizing the use of the 

existing train elements and converting them to green urban 
infraestructure.

Cicatrice
Providing a set of pedestrian conexions that enable new 

connections between the two parts of the city.

Exploring future developments
The intervention will be a driver for the future development 
of the neighbourhood, progressivly transforming into a mix 

of uses suitable for the city.

Current Situation
Current urban disconnection due to the barrier caused by 
the train tracks and the degraded industrial infrastructure.

Renovation of existing built structures
Preserving the history of the place by mantaining key buil-

dings and giving them a new use.

Train tracks soterration and new train station
Future development of the area, conexion by excavating the 
the current train tracks and opening a possibility for the re 

connexion of the city.

Completing the urban fabric
Providing a new front to the park while densifying the area 

and contributing to the typological diversity.

Mantain existing roadways
Main current roads that connect the industrial side with the 

urban Torrelavega city.

Providing the city with new uses
Contributing to the enhancement of the neighborhood by 

adding quality housing and public equipments that will 
create a buzzing and healthy environment.
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Pedestrian Mobility
New pedestrian axes are proposed. These consist of a north-south green corridor and two east-west green 

corridors that connect the city. Additionally, other secondary axes prioritize pedestrian movement. A vision 
is proposed for the bike lines. It is considered key that they become part of a general network for the city.  The 

intervention seeks to be a driver to foster and improve this bike network

Road System
Existing road axes are preserved. An access for taxis and passenger drop-off proposed on the northern side of 

the station. Fire truck access (yellow) is also considerend around the park.

Pollinators and insect hotels
With the inclusion of pollinator species, the very heartbeat of nature quic-

kens, ensuring the cross-pollination essential for thriving ecosystems

Local plant species
In the face of a changing climate, the project boldly welcomes local and cli-
mate-adaptive plant species, resilient guardians against environmental shifts

Refuge for wild life
Delicate habitats take root within the cityscape, as bird nests, bat boxes, and 

insect hotels offer refuge to diverse wildlife, forging a harmonious coexistence. 

Water ponds
By bringing the river corridor closer to the city center, we reconnect with 
nature’s pulse, fostering a symbiotic relationship between urban dwellers 

and the natural world.

Multi Mobility Hub
an underground multi-mobility hub is envisioned on the southern side of the station, beneath the proposed 

residential blocks. There is also a proposal for an above-ground parking layer, considered flexible parking. As 
private vehicle usage decreases in favour of new mobility options, this above ground parking could be trans-

formed into other uses.
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Soil porosity
To maximize soil porosity and facilitate water absorption, native vegetation adapted to the local water condi-
tions is chosen, along with pavements made of sand, gravel, and clay. This approach achieves both rainwater 

harvesting and defense against torrential downpours and floods.

Rainwater Collection
The intervention integrates drainage systems to collect rainwater and excess irrigation water for reuse, re-

sulting in minimal water consumption. This, combined with irrigation through the underground channels, 
translates into a vast surface for air purification and increased biodiversity, restoring a natural condition to 

the urban environment.

Flooded park
The flooded park is part of sustainable urban drainage and buffers the rainwater in case of heavy storms. It 

consists of some main collectors in the areas of the park and through pipes it is sent to the flooded park, thus 
avoiding overloading the fluvial network. Once it is filled in a rainy season, it is gradually emptied, sending 

the water to a treatment plant to be regenerated, and it can be used by the park itself to irrigate its green areas.
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Maximize comfortable and inclusive accesibility
Creation of pleasant pedestrian walkways. The former tra-
in station as the new gateway of the city, enabling the main 
walkway between the city and the station to pass through.

Local energy production and storage
PV’s in the roofs, exchange heat-cooling, optional 

neighborhood energy storage. AI to enhance energy 
production and storage efficiency.

Stimulate local economy
Attract local businesses that guarantee climate neutral 

operations. Provide affordable retail spaces for local 
companies/producers.

Enable future mobility transition
Provide adaptable block structures. Create flexible par-
king solutions above ground that can reduce the load of 

underground parking and later be transformed.

Flexible and safe community spaces
Provide community spaces that can be rented by local 
initiatives, bring people together and stimulate the in-

teraction of neighbours.

Flexibility and adaptability of built structures
Provide guidelines to preserve and trasnform the existing 
built structures, creating a resilient strategy that can mini-

mize the environmental impact of the intervention.

Climate adaption
Green collective courtyards, maximizing natural venti-
lation and stimulate wind circulation. Provide heat-re-

sistant constructions.

Active plinths
Promote social interaction, provide a functional neigh-
bourhood for locals, provide attractive programs on key 

locations.

Re-use and reduce waste
Reduce embeded carbon by maximizing the re-use of 
existing structures. Reduce waste production, optimize 

waste managment and minimize the waste transport. 

Foster healthy living
Creating new fronts to the park including balconies/log-
gias enable to experience of substantial green and stimu-

late a healthy environment.

Re-thinking the railway and industrial heritage

Embracing Torrelavega´s typological complexity
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