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General view

CATEGORY: Town planning and architecture
SITE’S FAMILY: How to transform physical obstacles into new connections ?

LOCATION: Libramont-Chevigny, Train station quarter

POPULATION: 10,947 inhabitants

STUDY SITE: +/- 32 hectares

SITE OF ACTION: 10 hectares

SITE PROPOSED BY: Municipality of Libramont and Belgian Rail (SNCB)
OWNERS OF THE SITE: mostly SNCB, the Municipality and private individuals
COMMISSION AFTER COMPETITION PART OF: town planning study, ar-
chitectural design of public spaces and certain buildings.

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TEAM: town planner, architect, landscape archi-
tect

HOW THE SITE CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADAPTABLE CITY?

In the heart of the province of Luxembourg, the municipality of Libramont-
Chevigny is situated on the high plateau of the Belgian Ardennes. A simple
hamlet up to the 19th century, the village of Libramont would grow after
the arrival of the railway. The focal point of a rural region, Libramont boasts
several public facilities: schools, hospital, cultural centre, exhibition centre,
convention centre. Its development has in recent decades shifted to the Re-
cogne commercial hub, situated 1.5 km from the centre. Today, a new deve-
lopment dynamism is gradually taking shape in the train station quarter. The
upcoming release of all rail operation for part of the land in the South West
of the railway lines constitutes a winning asset for the development of the
centre of Libramont. The Municipality accordingly wants a master plan cove-
ring the entire area.

HEART OF LIBRAMONT

CITY STRATEGY

Thanks to its “railway boom,” Libramont developed on either side of the railway
line. The quarter of the centre to the South-West of the railway lines comprises
many public buildings around the Place Communale. The North-south bank of
the railway plays host to the intermodal hub and public facilities. The cut-off for-
med by the railway lines is crossed only at two points. The municipality wants to
restructure two banks on either side of the train station and to link them so as to
create the Heart of Libramont. This response to the needs to do with demogra-
phics, commerce and business facilities should boost the appeal of the train sta-
tion and develop the administrative role of Libramont. Three lines of action have
been determined: improve the functionality of the train station to turn it into a
21st century station, give new impetus to the forecourt of the train station by
making it denser and connecting the quarters on either side of the railway line.



SITE DEFINITION

The site comprises two parts separated by the railway. 1° the forecourt of the
train station. The train station is used daily by nearly 3,000 passengers. The traf-
fic flows —kiss and ride, bus stop, access to tracks —are no longer functional. The
mobility around the train station must be reviewed giving preference to inter-
modal transport and non-motorised modes. Parking of cars in front of the train
station is saturated and restructuring of the offer in parking for train passengers
on either side of the tracks should reduce traffic on the crossing points of the
tracks. 2° The Triangle in the South-West of the tracks. The SNCB will free all
rail operation on this part of the site, particularly the “turnaround triangle”. The
development of this site should make it possible to improve the reception func-
tionalities of passengers — parking facilities, access to tracks, etc. and to connect
the Place Communale with the forecourt of the train station.
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FUTURE OF THE SITE IN RELATION OF THE SITE’S FAMILY AND ADAPTA-
BILITY

The Heart of Libramont comprises 3 steps or “sub-projects;” 1° The connection
between the Rue de 'Ancienne and the forecourt of the Train Station and its
endings. For the link reserved for non-motorised modes (for pedestrians and
bicycles), the Municipality wishes to build an underpass and not a footbridge,
given the climatic constraints. This option must be included as a minimum,
The underpass corridor ends in the South, with a new car park for passengers
and a support building, and in the North on the foreground of the train station,
which is to be redeveloped; 2° The quarter of the Train Station with 19,500 m? of
dwellings, offices, shops and local services, and a parking facility for 500 places;
3° The Triangle with shared roads connecting the Rue de 'Ancienne Gare with
the Place Communale by distributing a property development of 73,000 m? of
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dwellings, offices, shops and local services and a car park with 1000 places.

The continuity of the entire functionality of the site — particularly the intermodal
use of train/bus/car parks—must be ensured without fail, during the different
development stages, whilst preserving access to the technical premises of the
SNCB. Given the scope of the means and resources required for the develop-
ment of the site, each of the three steps must be the subject of flexible and
open-ended programming. The construction of the parking areas must be stag-
gered and modular: the parking facilities for passengers are to be scheduled in
an initial step, and the parking facilities for residents apace with the completion
of the buildings. The space for offices and dwellings must be reversible to adapt
to the development of needs not yet defined with precision. Finally, the plan-
ning must include a release of the land according to the choice of construction
of the buildings and the development of public spaces.
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